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REMARKS 

Reconsideration and continuing examination of the 
above- identified application is respectfully requested in view 
of the amendments above and the discussion that follows. 

Claims 1, 18, 48, 51, 61 and 62 have been amended. 
Dependent claim 63 has been cancelled and replaced by 
independent claim 64. Claims 1, 18, 28, 32-34, 48-51, 54-62 and 
64 are in the case and are before the Examiner. Withdrawal of 
several previous bases for rejection is noted with appreciation. 
Claim 63 was objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
claim. 

A. The Amendments 

Each of the original independent claims (1, 18 and 48) 
has been amended to recite that the adjuvant is comprised of a 
2- [ (R) -3-tetra-decanoyloxytetradecanoyl-amino] -ethyl -2 -deoxy-4 - 
0-phosphono-3-0- [ (R) -3 -tetradecanoyloxytetra-decanoyl] -2- [ (R) -3- 
tetra-decanoyloxytetradecanoyl -amino] -p-D-glucopyranoside 
triethylammonium salt. Support for those amendments can be 
found at least at page 98. 

Claims 1 and 18 have also been amended to recite that 
the method is for enhancing the production of one or more of 
gamma -producing CD 8+, CD 4+ T cells and cytotoxic T lymphocytes 
against hepatitis B virus. Support for this amendment is found 
at least at page 100 and in original claim 48. These claims 
have also been amended to recite that "one or both HBc cysteine 
residues at positions 48 and 107 replaced by another residue, 
while the HBc cysteine at residue at position 61 is present" . 
This amendment is supported at least by the original disclosure 
at page 72 and claim 48. 



-12- 



Serial No. 10/677,074 



Claim 48 has also been amended to specifically recite 
the presence of the TLR-9 agonist as being optional, whereas 
claim 51 recites that that agonist is present. The adjuvant 
newly recited in amended claim 48 is a TLR-4 agonist, so the 
recitation of that agonist has been cancelled as being 
redundant. These amendments are supported at least by the 
disclosure at page 100. 

Claims 61 and 62 have been amended to remove a 
possible redundancy with their independent claims. 

It is thus seen that no new matter has been added. 

B. Rejections Under 35 USC §112, First Paragraph 
Claims 1, 18, 28, 32-34, 54-57, 61 and 62 were 

rejected under the First Paragraph of Section 112 as allegedly 
lacking enablement, whereas claim 48 and its dependent claims 
were acknowledged to be enabled. Although the basis for the 
present and prior rejections cannot be agreed with, the claims 
have been amended to speed prosecution by reciting a method "of 
enhancing the production of one or more of gamma -producing CD 
8+, CD 4+ T cells and cytotoxic T lymphocytes against hepatitis 
B virus" as was recited in claim 48 and previously indicated to 
be enabled. It is therefore believed that this basis for 
rejection is moot. 

C. Rejections Under 35 USC §103 

The four prior obviousness -based rejections have 
largely been maintained except, that claim 63 was objected to as 
depending from a rejected claim. Claim 63 depended from claim 
48. Dependent claim 63 has been cancelled herein, and claims 48 



-13- 



Serial No. 10/677,074 



and 63 have been written together as new claim 64. It is 
therefore believed that claim 64 is allowable on the record. 

In addition, although the several remaining bases for 
rejection cannot be agreed with, the features of claims 48 and 
63 that provided allowability to new claim 64 have been added to 
those other claims in the present amendments to speed 
prosecution. It is therefore believed that all of the pending 
claims are free of the various combinations of art that were 
previously asserted, and those remaining claims are also 
allowable . 

D . Summary 

Claims 1, 18, 48, 51, 61 and 62 have been amended, 
whereas claim 63 has been cancelled and rewritten with claim 48 
as new claim 64. Each basis for rejection has been dealt with 
and overcome or otherwise made moot. 

It is therefore believed that this application is in 
condition for allowance of all of the pending claims. An early 
notice to that effect is earnestly solicited. 

A Petition for a One Month Extension of Time and its 
fee are enclosed to permit the Examiner extra time to deal with 
this application. No further fee or petition is believed to be 
necessary. However, should any further fee be needed, please 
charge our Deposit Account No. 23-0920, and deem this paper to 
be the required petition. This paper is being filed in 
duplicate . 

The Examiner is requested to phone the undersigned 
should any questions arise that can be dealt with over the phone 
to expedite this prosecution. 
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Edward P. Gamson, Reg. No. 29,381 



WELSH & KATZ, LTD. 

120 South Riverside Plaza, 22nd Floor 
Chicago, Illinois 60606 
Phone (312) 655-1500 
Fax No. (312) 655-1501 



Enclosure 

Petition Fee included 
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